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Dr. Kenneth W. Kizer has served as President, CEO and Chairman of Medsphere Systems 
Corporation since December 2005. Based in Aliso Viejo, California, Medsphere is the 
leading commercial provider of open source information technology for the healthcare 
industry. He has been Chairman of the Board since Medsphere was founded in 2002. 

Prior to joining Medsphere, Dr. Kizer served for 6 years as the founding president and 
CEO of the National Quality Forum (NQF), a Washington, DC-based organization whose mission is to improve 
American healthcare through endorsement of national voluntary consensus standards for measuring and 
reporting healthcare quality. Established in 1999, pursuant to a recommendation of a Presidential commission, 
Dr. Kizer took the Commission’s uncertain idea and developed a unique public-private partnership of over 300 
organizations representing all parts of the healthcare industry.  

Dr. Kizer’s professional experience includes positions in both the public and private sectors.  From 1994 through 
1999, he served as the Under Secretary for Health in the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA).  In this role, 
he was the highest ranking physician in the federal government and CEO of the veterans healthcare system, the 
largest healthcare system in the nation with a budget then of over $22 billion, approximately 200,000 staff, and 
over 1,100 sites of care delivery.  Dr. Kizer is widely credited as being the chief architect and driving force behind 
the greatest transformation of VA healthcare since the system was created in 1946.

From 1985 to 1991, Dr. Kizer was Director of the California Department of Health Services and California’s top 
health official.  Prior to that, he was Chief of Public Health for California and, before that, Director of Emergency 
Medical Services for the state.

Dr. Kizer is an honors graduate of Stanford University and UCLA.  He is board certified in six medical specialties 
and/or subspecialties, and has authored over 400 original articles, book chapters and other reports.  He is a 
member of the Alpha Omega Alpha National Honor Medical Society, the Delta Omega National Honorary Public 
Health Society, and the Institute of Medicine of the National Academy of Sciences.

Dr. Kizer is a Certified Health Care Executive and a Distinguished Fellow of the American College of Physician 
Executives, as well as a Fellow of the American College of Emergency Physicians, the American College of 
Preventive Medicine, the American College of Occupational and Environmental Medicine, the American College 
of Medical Toxicology, the American Academy of Clinical Toxicology, the American Academy of Medical 
Administrators, the Royal Society for the Promotion of Health and the Royal Society of Medicine.  He is also a 
Fellow National of the international Explorer’s Club, a founding member of the international Wilderness Medical 
Society, a former U.S. Navy diver, and a nationally recognized expert on diving and aquatic sports medicine, as 
well as other outdoor sports and wilderness medicine.
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